Becoming ShomreilAdamah
EreviRoshiHashanah(5768

Our(girllisthavingla/birthday.[lllcan’t(believehowtheltime[has[flown! [Every
dayshellooks!allittledifferent, behaves(inlalslightlyinewmanner.[She’s(so
precious.[Shebrings/a'smile(toithelface/ofleveryonewholstops/tollook at
her,landatthelrisk (0f[Soundingloverlyproud,shelreallylis(beautiful. TAwe!]
inspiring,[even.[TAnd while,aslavery(biased(daddy,(this(descriptionmight
befitlourjustturnedionelyeariolddaughter,Mia, shelisinotithelone ljust
described,andlherslisnotithebirthdaywe(c¢elebratethislevening.[Rather,
onlthis(sacred(dayof[RoshHashanah, welgatheritolrejoicelinthe birthday
oflourlearth.

Tomorrow[morning,followingleachsoundingofitheshofar=+lintheimoment
ourisoulsiarelreawakenedbythoseblasts=+welwilllreadthe \words, “Harei
Harat/Olam”=+(Thislisthelday(of thelworld’s[birth.

Infourifamily,linthonorlofiour/daughter’s firstibirthday, alphotolalbumiwas
compiled(alretrospectiveonlherfirstiyear(ofilife. [SoltoolonRosh
Hashanah,thelanniversary(oficreation,we,aslJews,are(c¢alleduponito
assesslthelstateof (ouriworld,tomarvel atlhow(farishe’s(come,(tolconsider
howIshelhas(faredlinithelyearsgone by, anditolwonderlaboutiwhather
futureimay(hold. TOnthis(sacred(occasion, weturnithepages(ofiour(earthly
album(andiconsiderisomelofithelmostiimportantnotes writtenbylouriown
Jewishltradition.

Theffirstipictureslinithisalbumlare(sketchedbythelopeningverses(oflour
Torah,[Chapter1:[Godblessed([the(humans]andisaidtothem,‘Be fertile
andlincrease, fill the learthiandimaster|it, [subduelit, [conquerit.]”’
Nachmanides, oneloflourigreatiMedievalTorah/icommentators,clarifiesithe
scopeloflourlauthoritylinhisifesponsetolthis verse. [He writes, “God(gave
[humans]powerlanddominion(overithe earthtoldolastheywishwith(the
cattle, thelreptiles,andallthaticrawllinthe(dust,land(tobuild, andtopluck
up'that'whichlis/planted((Ecclesiastes(3:2),land[toldig/copperfromithe
hills...”[Byithe13"¢entury, levenimining thelearth forprecious materials
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was(seen(as kosher bylJewishistandards.lltiwouldseemithatithe earth
belongs(tolhumans/toluselas/wewish(forlourbenefit.

Aslwithimostlissues, however,the Torahldoesnotispeakwithjustione
voicelon(thisimatter,land(solthelscrapbook(continues. IThelverynext
chapteri(tells(us, that“God[took thel[firstthuman]iandiplacedhimlinthe
garden(of[Eden, le’'ovdalu’leshomra,toltillit andtoitenditolit.”? Le’ovdal=to
work(thelland.[lThislisithe[samelHebrew(rootlas Avodah,“sacred/worship.”
Accordingtfolthisiunderstanding, [toiill thelandlistobelinreverent aweof|it,
notltolidolizeliticertainly,butratherto/stand/in[covenantallrelationship(with
thelearthlaslonewouldlwithiGod. U’leshomral=\Welaresupposedtoltend
tolthelland,to(guardIit, to(protectiitfromharm...thislisithe[sameHebrew
root foundlinlouripeople’simostiancientblessing... Y’varechecha Adonai
V’Yishmerecha...May(GodBless[YoulandKeepYou...TendTolYou...Care
forlYou.[IFromiwhat/does(our(landneed(protecting?[From(the firstihalfof
thelverse...fromlouriworking(oflit.

Onelmightlask,then,lare(welallowedto(grow(on(thelland?TOf(course, but
theTorahreminds(us(that/everyseveniyearsiwemustietiourifieldsllie
fallow(thatitheyinot/belovertaxed/andeventually/ceaselgivingforth(their
gifts.® Le’ovdalU’leshomral=to{illland totend. TAre wepermitted tolextract
valuablemineralsiand(naturallresources(from(thelearth(forlour/benefit?
Our(Rabbistelllusthat/welare,butnotiwithout/anleye(tolsustainability, to
ourlearth’s(capacity, orllackthereof, foreplenishthose reserves. Le’ovda
U’leshomra/=+towork(andtolguard.IMaywe harvestheritreeslinlorderto
makelthe[paperiusediiniourisacredbooksllikelourTorah/commentaries,or
ourlprayerbooks, or,0f course, the 7" Harry Potter? We aretaught(that,
yes,welcanfellltreesforisuchpurposes, butiwemustlalsoreplenishithe
forests/thatlareldecimatedbythoseacts,andwe[cannotbeblind tothe
othericreatureslimpactedwhenwelremoveltheirinaturallhabitat. Le’ovda
U’leshomra=+tolcultivateand(tolprotect.

AslJews,Torahiseemsitolguide(ustowardsaimiddle(ground.[Thelworldlis
ours(tomaster,butlitlis(notlours.[Wemustiremember, firstiand foremost,
that/thelclassicallJewishloutlookonlour(planetiisaltheocentric, notlan
anthropocentric,/one.[Thelearthlis(God’s...welget/to[borrow!it for(theltime
thatiwe'relhere. IAndaslis thelcasewith(alltenants,the[lLandlordwould
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insist/that/we(notitrash(theplace(beforeourlleaselisup.Welare[“stewards”
ofithelland, neitherisubservienttonature’siwhim, northelowners(ofithat
whichiweloversee. Welhaveresponsibilitiesito AvenulMalkeinu, Our
Concerned[Parentlonhigh,toldo/our(partito/careforMotherEarth.

Ilrecognize that/Godl[centeredworldviews maynot/beforieveryone. JAnd
yet,levenlifilonewereltoremoveGodfromthislequation,litlisstill[possible to
maintain@alviewpoint'that, wheniwe [talk labout/matters(ofiregionalland
globallenvironmentalimport,iwelaretalkinglabout/questionsithat/are(of
ultimatelconsequence, matters/whichtranscend(usandidemand(our
attention.Welare,thus, what/ouritraditionwould(call“shomreiladamah,”
guardianslofithellandiwhich(hasbeenlentrusted(tolusbynature, bythe
generations/that/preceded(us,orby(God.

Solwhat/does|(thatrole[demandofiusthislyear,in(57687?[1Whileltherelare
manyenvironmentallconcerns/worth(discussing,las shomreiladamah, !l
believelthatiourlattention(thislyearimusticertainly be [directedtolthe[subject
of/globallclimate/changeliniouriworld.TIs[our(planet,linifact, getting
warmer?[Asonemightiexpect, therelisinotione(solitaryvoicelon(this
matter, (butitherelislalvastlandigrowingconsensuslofiscientificlobservation
andlopinionithatlour(planetiisiindeedheatingup.[Eleven(ofithetwelve
warmestlyears/onrecord,infact,(have occurredwithinthellast/twelve
years,*[andthisis(a(reality/that'we[cannotlignore.

Onelmight,(then,naturally(ask:“Isthisiwarming/caused(by, or(atleast
exacerbated(by,(humanl(activity?”[TAgain,@alseeminglyeverlincreasing
numberofiexpertsibelievethatthelanswerlis“yes.”(In(theirlestimation, the
most(significant/contributor(to(this/processlisthe(carbon(dioxide(thatlis
producedwheniweburnifossilfuels...tolcreatelelectricity, tolmanufacture
products, folheatourlhomes,@and most(ofiall, to/powerourvehicles.’The
mostirecent(statementiofithelIntergovernmental/Panellon(Climate/Change
reports(thatithellikelihoodlis(“90...to[99percentthatiemissions ofheat( |
trapping/gasesllike(¢carbon(dioxide, spewed(fromtailpipesiand

*/0n the/Climate Change Beat,Doubt GivesWayfo Certainty, William K. Stevens, NY Times, 2/6/07

> The(U.S.alonelemits(five billion, eightthundred/andiseventy seven millionimetricitonsof carbon
dioxideleachlyear.The WhitelHouse’s[United (States(ClimateAction Report, releasedlinMarch, [estimates
that, lonlour(present(course, [our(carbon(outputwilllincrease by [11%!(inlthe decadelfrom(2002(t0(2012.
Thatsamelreport“containsisectionsdescribinglgrowing(riskstowaterisupplies, (coastslandlecosystems
around(the[WUnited[States.”TU.S. Predicting[Steady Increase for Emissions, Andrew Revkin, NY (Times, 3/3/07
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smokestacks, [[a]re[the[dominanticause ofthelobserved warminglofithellast
50(years.”®

Therelis/greatidebatelin/the(scientificiccommunity,(however,about/what
theseltrendswilllmeanforius. IMany(areskeptical, [forilexample, thatithe
recentlincreaselinthelintensity oftropicalstormslis/fueledibyiglobal
warming.”

Almoreldramaticlsignallofidangeriobserved by scientistsiinrecent/studies!is
thelmeltinglofipolarlicewhichlis[progressing at/alrate threeltimes(greater
than originally predicted.®1ByIthis estimate, seallevels/across thelglobe will
belrisingmore(rapidlythan anticipated. [Thisitrend/has alpotentially
devastatinglimpactnotionlyonithelanimals/whichlinhabit/affectedlareas,
buteventuallyonithemillions(ofipeoplewholdwelllalong(coastlandiregions
throughout/theworld.THow/fastiwill thewater(rise? W e'renot/sure, but
much(researchlleads(us/to(believe that/theltrends/are/causelforiconcern.

Other(seriouslissues/arelalsolatistake:[HowmanyIspecies ofinsectsand
animalslriskextinction/ifithe warming(continues?TAccording/to/Jewish
tradition(all(creatures, nomatter’how(smallloriinsignificanttheymay(seem,
contributesomething to'ouriworld.’ [Our(great/sage, Maimonides, (built
uponlthisiteachingwhenhelwrotethat“God’s[creatures/donot/exist/forithe
sakelofiman’siexistence.[Rather, all’beingslare/intendedtolexist/foritheir
own(sake.”'°[Given(theseJewishilensesthroughwhich we view(the world,
how(can(welignore ithe[possibilitythatiwemay(becontributing(tolthe
extinctionofldozens, lifinot(hundreds of(species?

Alllof(this, bylthelway,[saysnothing/ofithe[potentiallhuman(costs(ofithese
climatologicalltrends. THow[manymillionsof(dollars(inreliefiwilllit(cost(if the
predictedweatherextremes, droughts,andfloods, [shiftfrom(prediction(io
certainty?(IOur(High[HolyDayprayerbook(callsupon(us(to/considerialoud
ontheselsacred/days:Wholshalllivelandwhol(shallldie?IMWWho(shallperish
by fireland iwho(bywater? [Wholbyhungerlandiwhoby!thirst?[Forlus,
theselarenotimetaphoricalimusings.

%/Stevens

" Hurricanes/and Hot/Air, William M. Gray, Wall Street Journal,7/26/07 (This trend thay, in fact, be caused [simply
bylchangeslinthe[Atlantic’scurrents.)

¥[Arcticseaice decline: [Fasterthan forecast, [Stroeve, Holland, Meier, [Scambos, land Serreze, lin [Geophysical
Research [LLetters, Vol.[34, May, 2007

® Midrash'BereshitRabbah(10:7

' MorehNevuchim, Chapter8
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RabbiDaniellSwartzlasks, “Isithe fact/thatlourlbehaviorimaybehazardous
tolthelenvironmentisufficientitolmake¢changingthatbehavioriamoral
imperative?”!" ITalmudist,[RabbiJacob Ettinger, responds like anygood
Jew...withimorelqueries.[Helsuggeststhat,(in[Suchlalsituation,welought(to
asklourselveslthreelquestions, “How/[undesirablelis thelpotential
outcome]?IHow(reversibleareltheldamageslif theyldoloccur?TAnd, how
likelylis(it,[in[the [view[of the (bestlexperts,(thatthis[potentiallhazard will
comeltopass?”'*[IOnall thesecounts, thecurrentstakes appearlhigh. We
can’tiknow (with(absolutelcertainty(how(ourleverlincreasingemissions(of
greenhouselgases/willlimpactiouriplanet, buttwhenmeasuredalongRabbi
Ettinger'simetrics, (Iibelievelthatthisimatterideserves/ourlattentionlandour
action.[[RabbilEttingeriwould calllthis[aimorallimperative,landiso/should
we.

As shomreiladamah, as|protectors(ofitheearth,land[as/concernediglobal
citizens,lwelneed(tolrespondtolthat(call,land/theworklaheadlis(daunting,to
belsure.llIndeedsomelarelevensaying(that,(atithis(point,(therelisiactually
veryllittlethat/we(can(do/to/make(aldifference.

Shouldiwelsimplythrowuplourhandsand/surrendero/whatimayorimay
notbelinevitable?(12,000 years(ago,thegreat/RabbiTarfonlalsofacedlan
unknown(future.TheTemplelinlJerusalemhadbeenidestroyedlandthe
fatelof(JudaismlanditheJewish(peoplewasliniseriousdoubt. IConfronting
thisluincertainfuturelandallthatlittmeant,[RabbiTarfontaught: “itlis (not
incumbent/upon(usitolcompletelalllofithelworkatlhand, but,”(helsaid, “we’re
notfree tolwalkiaway(fromthetask either.”'*[Whenitlcomestofacingour
environmentalfuture our(traditionlisiclear:(weneedtolenterlintolthis
conversation,landweneedtolactinow.

Aslaltemplefamily, welarebeginningliotakesuchisteps.Onepersoniin
ourlcommunity,[Michael(Bailit,lisiconveningimembersof(ouricongregation
toldiscuss(waysliniwhich TempleBeth[Shalom(canlensure(thatithis
sanctuarylisn’tithelonly“green”roomlinthebuilding.[Welcanistart by
shuttingloffithelairlconditioning(rightinow. Well,[maybe(notirightinow, (but
welcan(belallittle(bitimoreldiligentaboutnot/heating/andcoolinglroomslin
ourltemplebuildingiwhennobodylisusingthem. [Forithousands/oflyears,

" *Jews, Jewish(Texts, and Nature: A(Brief History,” Rabbi Daniel Swartz
"2 Ibid.
B MishnahAvot2:16
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Jews'havelheldidearithevaluelknownlin[Hebrew(as BallTashchit...roughly
translated...“don’tiwaste(anything(thatlis[potentiallyuseful.”[IThis/deeply
heldisentiment, bytheway, isthereasoniwhy leftoversican(survivefor
multiple[generationslinlalJewish(refrigerator. IMore(germanetolour
discussionlisithelidealthatiweshouldn’t/discardthat'whichimight/belreused.
Don’tithrowlawaythat'which(couldbelrecycledlandimade functionallonce
again.[TAndlonelwe’re(often(guilty(ofhere,[don’t/printiSomethinglon(1,000
separate(pieces(of paper,unlesslit'slabsolutelynecessary.

Inithelcominglyear(our(friendsfromIFirstiParishiwilllbesharinglour
sanctuarylas/theirsacredispacelislundergoinglcompleterenovation.IDid
youknow!thattheylintend(toladd(solarpanelstotheirbuildinglaspartof
that/project?ITheylareldoingthislbecauseltheyunderstandithat/thiswillimot
onlyldecreasel(theirbuilding’s(carbonfootprintlonlouriatmosphere, (butlit/will
also/savethemimoney onielectricity/overithellong/haul.[lPerhapsiwelcan
learn/by(theirlexample.

Indeed,asweknow,thislethicallenvironmental¢challenge extendsbeyond
theselwallslandlintolourlhomes(aswell.[[As shomreiladamah, weknow that
therelare(steps,bothlargelandsmall, that/canbe taken(tolimproveour
planet’sihealth. [Replacinghalogen oriincandescentbulbs(withithelnew
Compact(Fluorescent(llightbulbs/isiafairlyleasy(start, aslisishuttingdown
ourlcomputers(atinight,iand, when(possible,[purchasinglenergylsaving
applianceslandprogrammingourthermostatsforimaximum/(efficiency.

Yet,(whetheriwelwant(toadmitlitiorinot, lourfamilies’ biggest.contributors(to
this(problem @arelprobablyparkedlinlourigarages anddriveways.(Yes, over
thelcourseloflanlautomobile’sllifetime,itireally[does matteriwhetherlitigets
15,10r[30, lor60miles[tothelgallon,andlinfAmerica,our(carstendtowards
thelveryllowlend(ofithat[Spectrum.

Our(president/has/diagnosed usas[“addicted to(oil,”'*[and helisnoldoubt
correct. llifindthis(reality,[perhaps, the mostlalarming(that(l've discussed
thislevening.[Becauselevenlifllidon’'tbuy[ANY [oftheglobaliwarming talk
(andlido),landevenlifllicouldn’t/¢careless(aboutithelenvironment,ourair
quality, thelanimals, [andthe(peoplelat/stake, thisltruthlhold tobe(self ]
evident:[theloillis(going(toruniout. TAt'theearliest,scientists[estimatethat
process(couldbeginlinlthenext510lyears.IAttheloutside, alradical

' State ofIthe Union, 2006
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decreaselinlavailability, lif not/atotal(depletion ofreserves,lis/only(a
generationiorisolaway. > Whenthathappens, we had better have a
combination(ofiviable(energy alternativeslin(placeloriwe’lllbelmaking
sacrifices(that/farlexceed($3.00algallonatithe(pump. MWhethermotivated
bypragmatism, fiscalresponsibility,(lenvironmentallconcern,orione’simoral
conscience,welhavelvery/goodreasonsitolincreaselourlenergylefficiency
andlio/beginlalrapidimovelaway/from fossil fuels. Thatlisiwhy,linfaddition
tolstrivingforimoderation/inlourlown(consumption, (welmustlalsolraise [our
voices(inlthe[publicisquareandldemand(thatthepoliticiansforlwhomiwe
vote,andlthelcorporations(iniwhichwelinvest,/haveltheplanet’sbestllong
termlinterests(at/thefoplofitheirlagendas. Le’ovdalu’Leshomral=towork
thellandiresponsibly+tolcareforiouriearthimostfaithfully.

TheTalmudtellsiof(Honi, [@anelderlyimaniwhoisetlabout(plantinglalcarob
tree.[TA[passerby/witnessed his(effortslandistopped(tolinquire, “Howl(long
willlititakelthistreeto[producelitsfruits?”["Seventylyears,” [answered(Honi.
“‘Dolyoulreallythink[you’llllive[tolseelthelresults [of lyouriwork?”[askedthe
passerby.[fINo,”[Honilreplied, “butlifoundtrees filledwith(carobswhen!l
entered(thisiworld. IMy[grandparents(plantedthose(forime. [Sollidothe
same forithe/generationsto/come.”'®Welinvolve lourselveslinithis
discussion,andiwelactlinlconsonancewith(ourtradition’svalues,(forimy
Mia’s(sake, forithe[sakeloflyour(children,@anditheir¢children,andtheir
grandchildren.

Aswelusherlinlthisinewlyear, let'sicommitiourselves/tolleavingalworldfor
ourldescendants(thatlis(at/least/as(sweet,@asigreen,andasllife(sustaining
aslthelonelintolwhichiwelwereborn.Tllcan thinkof(nomore valuable
inheritancethatiwe(canlleavethem,noriabetterbirthdaygift foriourplanet
inithisinewlyear.

" [Comments oflDr. Mavid Goodstein, Professor 0f Physics/and [Applied (Physics/at Caltech, t the “‘Skeptics Society
Distinguished ILecture(Series,” June(2,2006
' Bavli Ta’anit23a
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